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Launched in July 2011, the mission of the Adäka Cultural Festival is to develop and deliver  
a world-class, iconic festival that showcases, celebrates, and fosters the development  
of Yukon’s diverse and distinctive First Nations arts and culture.

A SNAPSHOT 
OF THE 2017 
FESTiVAL

Each year, Adäka hosts Indigenous artists and performers 
from all 14 Yukon First Nations along with national and  
international guest artists for 7 days of spectacular arts  
and cultural programming. The Festival offers participants  
engaging and inspiring opportunities highlighting  
collaboration, artistic development, mentorship,  
and cultural revitalization.

Hosted by the Yukon First Nations Culture and Tourism Association 
(YFNCT), Adäka has fast become one of the most iconic First  
Nations celebrations in Canada. In 2015, the Festival won a Yukon  
Tourism Award of Excellence and was nominated for a Cultural  
Tourism Award from the Tourism Industry Association of Canada.  
As a gathering and celebration that welcomes all cultures,  
the Festival is both an important community event and cornerstone 
cultural tourism attraction for Yukon.

»» Featuring 250+ local, national,  
and international Indigenous artists  
and performers

»» Inclusive of all 14 Yukon First Nations

»» 12,000 visitations from local, national, 
and international audiences

»» 70 volunteers / 1,300 hours

»» 7 days of programming from 10 am / 9 pm

»» 40+ workshops and seminars for  
artists and the public

»» $30K invested in regional, national,  
and international marketing tactics

Our  
Values 
EXCELLENCE - 
we are committed to individual  
and collective excellence in  
all Festival programming

INCLUSION - we strive to  
represent all Yukon First Nations in  
Festival and associated programming

PARTNERSHIPS - we believe  
in building strong partnerships with  
community, industry, organizations,  
and governments

PRIDE - we believe in fostering  
cultural pride at all stages of Festival 
planning and implementation

RESPECT - we follow appropriate 
protocols and ensure respect of all  
First Nations in the Festival

THE FESTIVAL

»» 2,300 sq. ft. Exhibition Gallery &  
Gift Shop featuring work by 60+ artists

»» Sharing Our Spirit —  
Drumming & Dance Celebration  
and Community Feast

»» Jigging Contest 

»» Daily tea and bannock

»» Youth Mentorship Program

»» Artist demonstrations and  
cultural presentations

»» Mainstage shows featuring acclaimed  
local and national performers

It was great to come together  
as First Nation people to share our  

arts and crafts and stories and  
to visit and meet new people.

~ 2015 Festival Artist

Fritz M
ueller

Fritz M
ueller



TOGETHER
BRINGING PEOPLE

THE ADÄKA CULTURAL FESTIVAL  
IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO:

»» Gather with family, friends, and visitors

»» Work in unity to revive and preserve our arts and culture

»» Develop capacity within our youth

»» Generate new economic opportunities

»» Ensure long lasting health of people and communities

»» Build awareness of Yukon First Nations diverse  
arts and culture for locals and visitors

»» Help create sustainable revenue generation  
for artists and entrepreneurs

THE FESTIVAL HELPS FIRST  
NATIONS ARTISTS TO:

»» Create and present their work alongside their peers

»» Develop and hone skills through collaboration,  
workshops, and mentorship

»» Gain inspiration and confidence

»» Take part in professional development opportunities

»» Pursue a career in the arts

The Adäka Cultural Festival 
truely values the importance 
of engaging the entire Yukon 
in our quest to shine a light 
on the creative spirit of our 
Yukon First Nations people. 

The workshops were great, and the connections  
made as an emerging artist are invaluable. Being able  

to share a gallery with some of the Yukon’s finest 
artists was a great honour.

~ 2013 Festival Artist

Arts and culture are common  
unifiers for Yukon First Nations  
people. They tell the story  
of who we are and where  
we come from.
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Cash or in kind
PLATINUM  
$7,500+

GOLD 
$5,000+

SILVER 
$3,000+

BRONZE 
$1,500+

COPPER 
$500+

FRIEND 
< $499

B
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Logo / Name Placement 

Mailchimp direct mail campaigns 

Newspapers ads 

Rack cards

Poster

Website Large 
Logo & Link

Medium 
Logo & Link

Small 
Logo & Link

Small 
Logo & Link  

Onsite thank you signage Logo Logo Logo Logo Name  

Festival program Name Name 

Post Festival newspaper thank you ads Logo Logo Logo Logo Name Name

On-Site Promotion & Recognition 

Interactive program involvement

Banner and / or gobo 

Festival Program

Ad space Medium Small

Verbal Recognition 

Shout outs from the Mainstage

Social Media Recognition / Announcement 

Facebook

Sponsorship Giveaways & Thank Yous
Complimentary tickets to  
feature Mainstage show 4 2 2

 T.shirts  
(or choice of promo = water bottle, etc) 4 2 2

Proud sponsor signage for your  
business / organization

Handwritten thank you card

R
IG

H
TS

Sponsorship Rights
Activate your sponsorship with  
negotiated promotional opportunities

Reserved company seating at  
featured Mainstage event 

Naming package 

First right of refusal on sponsorship  
opportunities in future

RIGHTS&BENEFITS
F I R S T  N AT I O N S  S P O N S O R S H I P
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NAMING PACKAGES
JIGGING CONTEST &  
OLD TIME DANCE
Always guaranteed to be a packed event! 
This event celebrates Gwich’in culture 
through fiddle music, jigging, and square 
dancing. Clap and tap along as competi-
tors in youth, adult, and Elder categories 
compete for great prizes.

COMMUNITY FEAST
Food has the power to bring people  
from all walks of life together. At our 
community feast, all members of  
the community are invited to share  
a delicious meal together on the  
banks of the Yukon River. 

STUDIO VILLAGE
Connect with the cultural community  
as you observe and interact with  
visual artists as they transform raw 
materials in to beautiful works of art. 
Program will include 60+ visual  
artists practicing traditional and  
contemporary art and craft. 

WORKSHOP PROGRAM
Align your company with a program  
that emphasizes mentorship,  
skill sharing, and exploration.  
Each year, the Workshop Program  
offers 40+ interactive visual and  
performing arts workshops for  
artists and the public. 

FESTIVAL FINALE  
PERFORMANCE
Help us wrap up the 7th annual Festival  
by welcoming an Indigenous Canadian 
group that is blowing up the charts. 
This high profile event will offer exciting 
recognition and VIP opportunities.

SHARING OUR SPIRIT  
CELEBRATION
Adäka’s most popular day of programming 
features 10–12 traditional dance and drum 
groups from across the North. In 2017,  
we also have plans for international  
guests groups to join us.

FUTURE LEADERS PROGRAM
This youth focused program provides a 
short-term employment opportunity to 
young leaders interested in learning about 
the First Nations arts and culture sector. 
With your support, the Festival will hire 
2-4 young people to assist and build skills 
in various capacities during Adäka. Past 
positions have included Assistant Stage 
Manager, Gallery Assistant, and Logistical 
Assistant.

MOOSE HIDE TANNING
Traditional skills like moosehide tanning 
are invaluable in First Nations’ culture.  
The Festival would love to incorporate  
a moosehide tanning into our schedule  
of programming. Can your First Nation  
help make it happen?

PlAtinUm programs $7,500

gold programs $5,000

It is so inspiring to meet all different  
nations and to see their art and  

performances. It is just an advantage 
for Yukon First Nations artists,  

in general, to participate in Adäka.

~ 2016 Festival Artist

Heather Jones



CULTURAL PRESENTATIONS
A series of 30+ presentations, lectures,  
demonstrations, and films on a wide variety  
of topics such as land-based culture,  
language, contemporary indegenity,  
traditional foods, and First Nations legends.

HONOURING OUR ELDERS
Our Elders guide us. This special program  
will celebrate and honour the many  
contributions and knowledge of our  
respected Elders. The program includes  
the Elder's Tent and a special morning  
of entertainment for Elders.

SILVER programs $3,000
MAINSTAGE  
PERFORMANCES (x 4)
Our mainstage performances  
feature local and guest talent  
in various genres. From music  
(traditional and contemporary)  
to storytelling to comedy and  
theatre, Adäka offers a wide  
diversity of programming for  
our audiences. Ask us what  
we’ve got planned for this year! 

KID’S KORNER
A creative and fun space for  
children to explore music,  
art, craft, and storytelling.

ARTIST HOSPITALITY 
LOUNGE
A relaxing place for artists, staff,  
and volunteers to network and  
refuel for a busy day at the Festival.

[The Festival] has helped 
the singing group work on their 

professionalism for stage presence.  
They feel more comfortable 

performing in front of 
large groups. 

~ 2015 Festival ArtistCommunity  
Tickets Program

If you are entitled to complimentary  
Festival show tickets as part of your  

sponsorship and don’t plan to use them, 
please consider donating them back  

to the Festival. We will distribute them to 
non-profit and community organizations 

seeking complimentary tickets for  
low-income individuals and families  

so they, too, can enjoy Adäka. 

Thanks for considering! 

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
Celebrate the spirit of volunteerism  
by supporting an essential element  
of the Festival’s success.

RIVER’S EDGE STAGE
The River’s Edge stage is a smaller,  
outdoor performance venue that  
will feature musical performances,  
cultural presentations, and storytelling 
throughout the Festival.

SEWING CIRCLE
A daily sewing circle to bring together 
Elder’s, youth, and visitors to bead, 
share stories, and laugh.

SACRED FIRE
This partnership opportunity will  
allow the Festival to have a Sacred Fire 
Keeper onsite throughout the week  
of the Festival. The Sacred Fire allows 
us to open the Festival in the spirit  
of ceremony.
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ADÄKA CULTURAL FESTIVAL

1 - 1109 Front Street, Whitehorse, YT  Y1A 5G4

Email: info@adakafestival.ca 
Phone: 867.667.7698 ext. 201 

Fax: 867.667.7527

WWW.ADAKAFESTIVAL .CA

SUPPORT FROM ALL YUKON FIRST  
NATIONS GOVERNMENTS IS CRUCIAL  
FOR THE ONGOING SUCCESS 
OF THE FESTIVAL. 

Your contribution will recognize you as a Community Partner  
at the level of your choice (see Rights & Benefits chart).  
We truly appreciate your contributions and look forward  
to working with you to deliver a fantastic festival.

For more information, please contact:

Alexis Hougen 
Marketing & Membership


